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shines not as a threat to the North but
as an invitation. People on both sides of
this border want to live in freedom and
want to live in dignity, without the threat
of violence and famine and war. I hope
that one day soon this hope will be real-
ized. And when that day comes, all the

people of Korea will find in America a
strong and willing friend.
May God bless you all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:55 p.m. In
his remarks, he referred to President Kim
Dae-jung of South Korea.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by President Kim Dae-jung of South Korea

in Seoul, South Korea
February 20, 2002

Mr. President, Madam First Lady, thank
you all so very much for your such gen-
erous hospitality. Laura and I are honored
to be here.

I'm told that in Korea, the color blue
stands for elegance and dignity. Through
your hospitality, Mr. President, these quali-
ties are in abundance tonight.

Earlier today President Kim and I trav-
eled to the Demilitarized Zone and saw
the line where freedom begins and ends.
I was reminded there of the tremendous
sacrifices paid by both South Koreans and
Americans in defending that line. I met
with men and women from both our na-
tions who defend that line today on behalf
of everybody in this room. As always, their
enthusiasm and dedication to duty and
freedom and country was inspiring.

At the DMZ, President Kim and I also
saw the railway and the road that symbolize
our common hopes that families and com-
merce, culture and ideas may one day trav-
el freely throughout the Peninsula. Presi-
dent Kim has offered the North a better
way. He has offered them a vision of rec-
onciliation over rivalry. He has offered
them the chance to fulfill new hopes in-
stead of feeding old suspicions. For the
sake of all Koreans, I hope—and the Amer-
ican people hope—that the North does not
miss this chance.

Mr. President, by your unyielding love
for liberty, you have written on the pages

of history a story of uncommon courage
and determination. Sustained by your
strong faith, you endured hardships that
most can hardly imagine, all for a simple
idea, the idea that freedom belongs to
every person, not just every Korean or
every American but every Asian and every
person on this planet.

As you said in your Nobel lecture, and
I quote, “Democracy is the absolute value
that makes for human dignity, as well as
the only road to sustain economic develop-
ment and social justice.”

President Kim, Laura and I thank you
for your friendship and your warm hospi-
tality, and the world thanks you for your
leadership and your vision. The American
people thank you and the Korean people
for the sympathy and support you have
given our Nation during these past difficult
months. And most of all, my country thanks
South Korea for a half-century of friend-
ship, a friendship that has brought great
benefit to both our peoples, a friendship
that has now matured into a great alliance
for liberty.

My toast tonight is that, may God con-
tinue to bless Korea and America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:11 p.m. at
the Blue House. In his remarks, he referred
to President Kim’s wife, Lee Hee-ho. The
transcript released by the Office of the Press

259



Feb. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2002

Secretary also included the remarks of Presi-
dent Kim.

Remarks to the Troops at Osan Air Base in Seoul

February 21, 2002

The President. Thank you very much.
Well, thank you for that warm welcome.
My fellow Americans, I'm on my way to
China, and I hope you don’t mind me stop-
ping by to say a few words. I also thought
you might want to say hello to a great
wife and a wonderful First Lady, my wife,
Laura.

We are so delighted to be here. It gives
me a chance to bring a message from
home. Your family are proud of you, and
so is America. You walk in the path of
thousands of soldiers who fought for free-
dom in the Korean war and all who kept
the peace for half a century. Many millions
of people are safe from harm because
youre here. You're a credit to the United
States of America, and I want to thank
you for that.

I'm proud to be traveling with members
of the fabulous team I put together, an-
chored by our Secretary of State, Colin
Powell. We're making a huge difference on
the Peninsula, not only because of our mili-
tary presence but because of our diplomatic
presence. We've got a great Ambassador
to the Republic of Korea, Tom Hubbard,
and his wife, Joan.

One time I was Governor of the great
State of Texas. Now I know we’re going
to keep the peace. [Laughter] And 1 went
to Fort Hood and got to meet General
Thorpe. I knew him to be a strong man
then. I'm sure glad he’s here now. He
brings great credit to the United States
military. Mr. General, thank you, sir.

It is an honor to be here with General
Lance Smith, as well. Thank you for your
hospitality. Thank you for putting us—TI've
got kind of a sweet spot in my heart for
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fighter pilots. I hope theyre behaving well
these days. [Laughter]

I'm honored to be here with Denny
Larsen. And I'm honored to be here with
David Clary, as well. I want to thank those
from the ROK who are here, the leaders.
But most of all, I want to thank my fellow
citizens, the members of the United States
military, for being strong and steady, to
keep the peace.

It is such an honor to be traveling in
Asia, representing our country. This is an
important journey. We're stopping in the
capitals of Japan and South Korea and
then, in a couple of hours, in China. All
three Governments are lending their sup-
port in our war against terror. It gives me
a chance to look the leaders in the eye,
to thank them on behalf of a grateful na-
tion, for their steady and strong support,
as this Nation leads a coalition to defend
freedom.

My trip was scheduled here for October,
but we changed it after America came
under attack. We had to change our plans.
But since then, the killers and the Govern-
ment that sponsored them had to change
their plans, too. A few months ago, Al
Qaida and the terrorists occupied Afghani-
stan. Now some of them are in cells in
Guantanamo Bay. Not long ago, they were
urging their followers to sacrifice their lives.
Now they’re running for their own. Those
who attacked us and those who still want
to try to hurt us are beginning to realize
they picked the wrong enemy. They
thought we were soft. They thought we
were so materialistic that we would not be
willing to sacrifice. They didn’t realize that
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